A PROCLAMATION 


againſt Field-Conventicles. 


AR LES, by the Grace of GOD, King of Great-Britain, France and Ite and, 
Defender of the Faith; To g f 
| Our Lyon King at Armes, and his Brethren Herauld:, 


Macers of Our Privy Council, Purſevanis, Meſſengers at Arms, Our Sheriffs in that 
part, conjunRly and ſeverally, ſpecially conſtitute Greeting: Foraſmuch as Field. Conven- 
ticles, which were in Our Laws, by the univerſal conſent of all the Repreſentatives of th i,; 
Our Kingdom, declared to be the Rendezwonſes of Rebellion; are now found, by the undeny- 
able experience of all ſober men, to havebred up the unwarry Commons unto a moſt athe- 
iſtical giddineſs, tothe owning of thoſe murdering principles, which are a reproach to the 
cs ny Proteſtant Religion, and inconſiſtent with the ſecurity of every private man, and to the con- 
'temaning of their own Maſters and Landlords; We therefore, with advice of Our Privy Council, Reſolving to ſecure, 
not only Our Government, and ſuch of Our Subjects, as live peaceably under it, bur even to reſtore thele very Maſt-rs 
and Landlords to their juſt Rights,over theſe their Tenants and Servants, which they fo juſtly loſt, by ſuffering them to 
frequent Field-Conveaticles, in which they were ſo debauched in their duty to them; Do hereby Command and Or- 
in, that how ſoon ſoever any Field-Conventicle, or other Conventicles, underſtood to be Field- Conventicies by 
conſtruction of Law, ſhall be kept, the Heretor in whoſe Lands or Houſe the ſame is kept. whether the Lands belong 
to them in Propperty or Commonty, if they be preſent , or their Baliffs or Factors if they be abſent , or their 
Tutors or Curators, and their Baliffs or Factors, if they by Minors , (ſhall immediately advertiſe the Shec.f of 
the Shire, Lords of Regality , Stgwart of the Stewartry , Bailiff or Bailirie , and the Magiſtrates of the 
Burghs , within whoſe JuriſdiRion tile laid Field-Conventicle was kept, within three dayes after the ſame is kept; 
oertiſying them, if they fall to give the ſaid Adverciſement , they ſhall be fined in the fourth part of their valucd 
yearly Rent; Upon which Information, the ſaid Sheriffs and other Magiſtrates foreſaids, ſhall be oblicged , * and 
are hereby commanded and required , to order the Heretors of the Paroch to mect, and to take tiiif who were 
at, or in acceſſion to the ſaid Conventicle. And to the end, they may be the better able to proceed in the ſaid trial, 
the the ſaids Heretors are hereby Impowered to Examine upon Oath, ſuch as they ſtall ſuſpect, or who ſhall be beſt 
able to give Information therein, and to return to the Sheriff, or other Magiſtrates foreſaids, the trial ſo taken by chem, 
and that with all poſſible expedition; and which trial, the ſaid Sheriffs 1nd Mag:ſtrates, or rte r Deputes, are ticre. 
by required immediately to cite before them, choſe contained in the ſaid return, or any others whom they have ten- 
.ſonto ſuſpect to have been at the ſaids Conventicles, and to fine ſuch of them as compear, and amerciat ſuch as :re ab- 
ſent, as accords ofthe Law: upon which Sencences, Hornings and Captions being raiſed , under the Signer of Our Privy 
Council, by the ſaids Sheriffs, and the other Officers foreſaid, (to whom the half of the ſ ids fines and amerciam ns, 
are for their pains and expenſes, hereby declared to belong) the Heretors and Maſters of the ſaids Kebels, are leiebv 
oblidged to concur with the Sheriff or other Officers, their De puts or otheis whom they ſh:1! name, to the p ind rg the 
ſaids Rebels Goods, apprehending their Perſons, and that under the pain of being lyableto the fine, ard penal ils i n- 
poſed upon the Delinquents, Likeas, the ſaids Sheriffs and others forcſaids, are hereby required to give aa tc. ount of 
their diligenee inthe Premiſſes, to Our Privy Council, upon the firſt Council of Jah) and December yeaily, under the 
pains contained in the eighteenth Act of the third Seſsion of Our ſecond Pa liament; all which ſhall be wi eh u: pre- 
judice to Us; and Our Officers of State in Our Name, to raiſe purſuits before the Lords of Our Privy Councii. againſt 
ſuch who have been preſent at Field-Conveaticles (though without Arms) for an Arbitrary puniſhment, cr to inſiſt 
before Our Criminal Court, againſt ſuch who have been thereat in Arms, for underlying the Crime of Treaſen, con- 
form to the fifth Act of the firſt Seſsion of Our firſt Parliament » and Our Proclamation, dated the thir:. ench day of 
May, one thouſand fix hundred ſeventy and nine years. And to the effect, Our Pleaſure in the Premiſſes may be made 
known; Our Will is, and We charge you ſtrictly and Command, that incontinent, theſe Our Letters ſeen; ye paſs to 
the Mercat Croſs of Edinburgh, and Mercat Croſſes of the Head Burghs of the ſeveral Shires withi i this Kingdom. und 
other places needful, and there in Our Name and Authority, by open Proclamation, make Publication of the Picmiſſes, 
that none pretend ignorance, according to Juſtice, as ye will anſwer to Us thereupon; the which to do, We commit to 
you cojnunctly and ſeverally, Our full Power, by thir Our Letters, delivering them by you duly execute, and inde if ar 
again to fhe bearer. And ordains theſe Preſents to be Printed. | 3 
Given under Our Signet at Edinburgh, the eight day of April, One thouſand fix hundred eighty and one, Aud if 
Our Reign, the threlty three Years | 


Per adlum Dominorum Secreti Concilii. 
WIL. PATERSON. c $13, Concilii. 
GOD favetheKING 


Fal Printed by the Heir of Andrey Anderſon, Printer to His moſt Sacred Majeſty, 1681, 
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